
M FREE DELIVER!.

It Has Grown From 44 Routes to 33
000Expenditures from $10,

000 to $20,000,000.

Rural free delivery as an adjunct to j riers was .TOO.; the collections were 5iG.
the postal service of the United States, I The government paid out in salaries to
has come to stay. It is no longer an Missouri carriers last year an average of
experiment, in spite of the fact that it I 839S 01 per carrier. These carriers last
is regarded by many as a temporary ar
rangement. The practical benefits of
the system have been so well demon-
strated that it will be extended and will
become not only a permanent, but one
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BEFORE BEING DRAGGED.

are two reasons for this: If you use a that the railroads have become interest-ligh- t

drag 30U will use it oftener, and ed and and are taking hold of the prop-n- o

man, no matter how moderate his osition in earnest. Trie Chicago vfc

circumstances, will have an excuse not ( Northwestern secured the services of

to drag on account of the insufliciency
of his team. Now that these routes are
to be put into service in a few weeks,
we suggest to our farmers that in order
to keep them, each man should own his
own drag, and to use it faithfully after
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neighbor's front gate. IF it rains on
Saturday, drive family to church
and back on the drag.

The cost of making two-hors- e drag
is so nominal that it is worth con
sidering. It is not patented, there is no
royalty, no graft, no chance for corrup
tion and its value has been demon-

strated over and again in various
parts of the country, and in our own
county and doubtless in your own town
ship. The expense of running a a four- -

! wheeled grader is from nine to twelve
dollars a day. It takes from six to
eight horses with from three to four
men. The road drag, an illustration of
which is found in this article, can be
operated a boy with horses.

The grader can only be used when the
roads are dry, a time when most farmers
have work to do on the farm. With the
drag the best results are had when it is
too wet to work on the farm. An hour's
work after rain will keep one-ha- lf mile
of road in splendid condition, and thus
secure a continuance of rural route
along your farm.
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Complete County Service Will Be in
Operation, Honday, Oct. 2, 1905.

Number of Rural Free Delivery Routes, 21;
Total Length of Routes in miles, 545 5-1- 6;

Number of Families That Will Receive
Mail Daily, 2,000; Number of People

That Will Be Served, 10,015;
Carrier's Annual Salary, $720;

21 Carriers Total Sala.ry,
$15,100; Area Square
Miles Covered, 406;
Number of Boxes

Now Erected,
1141.

Through the loyal and most earnest
ell'orts on the part of Congressman
Frank Fulkersou, Holt countv wili, on
and after October 2. Inn."), have complete
county rural fiee delivery mail service,
when the new carriers for the additional
routes as fol.ows: Craig, i: Forbes,
I: Forest City, 2: Maitland, 1: Mound
City, 1 and Oregon, '2, will begin their
duties. With thse additions Dolt
county will then have twen rural
routes with a total mileage of "jib mi es,
at annual cost of 815 120. With thees
tablishing of this county service in Holt,

OREGON'S CARRIER, LUKENS.

this gives us three coui.ties in this con
gressional district with th's complete
service Buchanan, Holt and Andrew.
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twenty-three- - in length froin'Mait- -

land, and Robert Crider was tho
carrier, following came the
lishing of routes 2 and .'5, out of Oregon,

J. J. as the first carrier:
of Craig, Mound City, .'

Maitland, 2 Forest City and I

Ih'gelow, a of '0l) miles.
In this article will be found
an comparative statement
of the rural free delivery serv
ice county, together
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pleased his for, from

regarded by a great many people as
a foolishly extravagant plan looked

on paper, but could never
to practical basis, it has

mail at their very doors once a and
without costing them a more
they formerly hd to pay when ran
the of going to town on Satur-
day, of getting their mail at
hands of an accommodating neighbor.
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the United States government of-

fers lis reward as that
rural deliver Kural

must needs be inteliigent.energetic,
reliable. The duties devolving upon
them are responsible.since rural deliv-
ery carrier is his route what
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within four years to a position
where almost, if not quite, four
the farmers Holt county receive their
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an annual allowance of 8720 per year
I or per day for self and team.

j John J. Lukene, as before stated, is
I the veteran rural mail carrier of our
county; covers 2U34 miles each day,
except Sundays. There be no storm so
terrific that he must not brave its dan-
gers; no roads so bad that ho must not
somehow find passage over them.
Sam accepts no excuse. If Lukens is
ill and is unable to leave his bed, yet
must ho go upon his route, figuratively.
Ho is under bond to tho government to
deliver tho mail on each delivery day.
He is responsible for tho fulfillment of
his contract. If it is impossible for him to
be upon the route, thoro must be anoth-
er carrier, a substitute, furnished by
him to take his place. This substitute
is also under bond. Mr. Lukens' routo
is 2.5 l, miles, he serves 118 boxes, about
12.1 families and over ('00 customers. He
handles moro than "),000 pieces of mail
matter each month. Most of his cus-
tomers on his route take a morning pa-

per. He travels 112' C miles each week,
ith a map giving the complete new j or an aggregate for the .72 weeks of 7,110,

routes which will be effect on the 2d or equivalent to ten round trips from
proximo. I his map the proprietors of F orest Lity to .St. Louis if he were to

have

less be

prepared ! follow the track'igo of the I'urlington
will doubt- - j lie also required to carry
by our read-- 1 stamps, money order blanks, postal cards,

I and the general postofiice supplies. Mr.
countv

of
as be our

the the new after
other

this greatly
over be-

ing

brought

or

about 82

he

Uncle

Luker.s' route is but. an average oue.and
with 21 routes in the eounU it is but a
problem in multiplication to ascertain
how nu.ny miles the-- e carriers will travel
in a week of six days or a year. His is
but an example of the life of a rural
delivery carrier and all for 8720 per year,
or but a small fraction over 82 per day.
If these 21 routes were placed in a con-

tinuous line, they would nearly reach
from Forest City to St. Louis, and this
distance will be traveled daily by the 21
carriers.


